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Regalding а competition fоr tIre academic position associate professor, ргоfеssiопаl atea 4.з,
BioJogical science (Viгоlоgу) fоr the neecls of Depaltme']t of Virоiоgу, Laborator.y of DNД
чiгusеs atrd olrcolytic viгuses within the Stephan Angcloff lnstifutc of Microbiology -BAS.

The prescnt Statement is ргераt'еd in agleen]cnt with the огсlеr nrrmlrer I- [ 34 fi.oln 27.09,2022 of
tlrc Head of the Steplran Arrgeloff lnstitute of Miclobiology - BAS (lMicB), fol1owing а decision
of thе Scientific counciI of the IMicB with Ргоtосоl nttmber З8 fiоm 27.09,2022, iп rё]аtiоп with
call fог associate рrоfеssог, announced ill the State gazette no 60 frоm 29,О'7 .2О22.

Applicant(s): Chlef Assist. Рrоf. Neli Milenova Vilhelrrrova-Ilieva, PhD - thе only can<lidate.
The set of docrtments аgrееs with the forrnal reqltirenreIrts of Сhарtеr Iv, section lll. Теrms and
оrdеrs fог acquisition of acadenic position "Associate Ргоfеssог" f1,om tlre Rules fог telms and
orders for acquisition of scientific deglees and occupation of academic positions of tlre Steplran
Angelofti lrrstitute of МiсгоЬiоlоgу at Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and contains аII ncceisal.y
documents fоr evaluation_

I реrsопаllу know the applicant, though I have по joint prrblications with hег and hепсс
hаче no collflict of interest to dесlаге, ассогdiпg to the applrcable law.

short biographical data and characteristics of scientific inteгests of the candidate
Assist. Рrоf, Neii М. Vilhelmova-Ilieva, PhD was Ьоrп оп Мау l6, I978. She oЫained а highег
education diplonia (2004) in thc discipline molccltlar viгology fгоm tlle University of Sollai'St.
Kliment Ohridski". Itl2012 she еаrпеd 1rеr PlrD dеgrее fl.orr.r the IMicB - BAS, FlЪг cal еег wellt
thгough all thc Steps of typical scientific dcvelopmcnt , virologist, assistant professor and at
ргеsепt chief assistant рrоfеssоr - within ]MicB - BAS.

Since 2017, VilhelrTova-Iiieva, PhD is heading LаЬогаtоrу ofDNA чiгusеs and oncolytic
viruses, Depat,tlt-tent of Viгоlоgу, lMicB BAS, Неr wогk experience is l7 years.

Ечдluаtiоп of the submitted set of documents
Assist. Prof, N. Villrelnrova-llieva subn-rltted 20 scielltific рареrS (4 under сritегiоп В arrd lб uridet
gгоuр of indicators G) fЬг the cuгl,ont con]petition cali. Tlre рuЫiсаtiоп гесоrd of assist. pt.of,
Vilhelnlova-Ilieva frtlly corгesponds witlr the геqttiгепепts of IMicB BAS fог pl.onrotion оi the
academic statf',

It is wогth of pointing out that assist. ргоf, vilhelrnova-llieva has prrыished her.data irr
pгestigious iпtегпаtiопа1 jоltгпаls such as Phytonledicine (Q I), Апtiчiгаl Rеiеаrсh (Q I ; at present
With c].u,Ient impact factor excceding 10), Journal of Photochemistгy antj РhоЮЬiоlоgу А:
Chenlist,y (Ql) and etc. As а пlеmЬеr of thе Editors' tеапl of Phytonledicine is .'oiib ot
mentioning that the joulnal lcjection late iS vel.y high as 87-90% of submitted mапusсгiрts аге
ьеrпg declined fгоrп puыicatiotl, hепсе assist. ргоf, villrelrrrova-llieva arrd lrег со-аrill-rой have
rапkеd among the small реrсепtаgе of successful authors.



Main firndamental and applied contributions
The scientific activity and contribrrtions of assist. рrоf. Neli Vilhelrnova-Ilieva, PhD are focused
in the foJJowing domains:

1. Deteгminatiorr of antiJlerpesvirrts activity of tannins (ellagltanrrins апсI galotannins)
against susceptiЫe and resistant ACV _ HSV-] and HSV-2 str.ains. Demonstiation of the
synelgistic activity of tlro rnost active agellts adrTinisteled sinultaneously with Асv,

2, Deterrninatiorl of the ilrfluелсе оf Сапаdiап propolis оп thе гepJicatiorr and viability of
ехlt,пссIlttlаг HSV- l viгions,

3. Detcrminatiotr of the апti+егреs activity of lоsе essential oils апd prodr.rcts of tlreil.
pt,ocessing in relation to HSV-] replication апсl схtгасеl]ulаr virion viability,
Deternination oftheir irrfluence on the stage of aclsot'ption of thе viгtrs to tlre host cell alid
the protective effect they пlау have оп the heaIthy ceJJs. Eviclence of theiI. syneгgistic action
аdrпiпistегеd wirh Асv,

4, Determinatioll of the antivitaI activity of posbmetabolites isolated frоm clifferent lactiu
acid bacte,ia (LAB) Sh,ains (used in the prodr-rction of diffcr.ent dairy products).
соmраrisоп of tlreir inflltence on tlre гeplicative cycle anci viability оf extraceiluiar viriorrs
oI'fish (KHV) and hulrran hclpcs (HSV-l) viruscs. Detertnination of thcil influence оп thc
stage of attaclrnrent of the virus to susceptible cells апd the plotective effect of post-
tTetabolites on healthy cells Ьеfоге the onsot оfhеrрсs iпtъсtiоп.
It should Ье noted tl-rat the set ofpuЫications, subtTitted to the pleSent associate professot's

call, ale fuIly in line with the calI's domain, паmеlу 4,3. Biological science (Vir.ology). Tlre use of
extracts, cssential oils and рurе molecltles fгоrп rrredicinal and aron]atic plants nrЙes а pleasant
itтtpгession а diгectiorr of rеsеагоh that desel'ves lTol.e serious attentio]1 at the IMicB - BiS

Ассогdiпg to the self-stated rеfегспсе shcet fоr tlre original scicntific contlibutions, з
cotlftibutions ofapplied Science nature are listcd, witl-r wlrose wording I fully agree.

Reflection of candidate's publications in national ancl international literature
тhе scientific rесогd of assist. рrоf. vilhelmova-Ilieva, phD арреагеd in герutаые scientific
journals, whrch fi"rlly explains tlre rrumЬеr of citations оЫаiпесl in total 12О ( 1'27 according to а
Scopl"ts search; accessed otl Decerlber 10, 2022), Тhе H-index of assist. ргоf, Vilhelnrova-ilieva
lS б (accoгding to Scopus).

Assist. Рrоf. Vilhelmova-Ilieva, PlrD is а mеmЬеr of tlre Ulriorl оf Scientists iri Bulgaria,
and in 2011 slre was awarded with an award lъt the best plrblication of а young micr.obioiogist
fгоm the "Acad. Ргоf. Dr. Stepl-ran Arrgeloff' forrrldatiori.

She tool< рагt in 8 scientific ргоjесts, suppoгtcd f1,om National Science Fund оf Bulgaгia,
вulgаriап and foreign compatlies, It would Ье goocl if tlre leference also inclicate the аmоuйs of
financirrg received !

Teaching activity
Rеfеrепсе for tl-re tcacliing actlvity ofaSSiSt. ploi VilIrelrrrova-llieva, PhD is duIly ргеsепtсd - slre
iS 8tlest-lecturer at the Soutl]-West UniveгSity "Neofit Rilski", Вlаgоечgгаd, *iih u 

"our." 
оr.,

Microbiology, parasitology and vir.ology (25 hоurs lесtuге and 5 hоuЙ ргЙtiсе;,

compliance of thc candidate with the requirements of the Act for the f)evelopment of the
Academic StalT (ADAS) in the Republic of Bulgaria



As self-stated, in tlre rеfегспсе sheet for tlie corTlpliance of the ADAS гoquilencnts alorrg with
these of the IMiсB-BAS, assist. prof. Vilhelrnova,Ilieva's, PhD гесоrd exceeds botlr паtiйаl as
we)l as spccific rcquiгements Гоr ргоtтоtiоп of the academic position '.associate рrоfЪssог'' as
follows: while the reqrtired points Ьу gгоLrр of rndicators А is 5Ь р,, В is l00 р,, G is 200 р., and
D is 50 р., assist. ргоl Vi]helnlovaJiieva, PhD has subnlitteti, 5Ь р., l00 р., ZBb р., unj Ь'О р,,гespectivcly, whtch in total accotlnt to 496 р., while 400 р, аге l.equiied.

Ассогdiпg to the self-stated геfегепсе sheet fог the specific геquirепrепts оf the Stcphan
Angeloff Institute of Microbiology -- BAS's RuIes, assist. рrоfi VilheImova-Ilicva's rесогd again
exceeds tlre гequilen]ellts sct - 120 citations (wlrile 10б citatiorrs аrе required fot assoc]ate
рrоГеssоr position), publications cumuIativc impact factor (IF) of 46 (while the required
crпrrulative IF is 20) and H-index of б (while 5 is гequired).

Critical comments - I have по sigrrificant critical retTaгks ol.co].nments.

pcrsonal орiпiоп of the rечiеrчеr about the candidatc
I krlow assist. ргоf, Villrelnova-Ilieva as а colIeague Гrolrr IMicB * BAS, in шу opiniorr, she is
humЫс scientist with exccllent bacl<ground on tlrc 1.ospective ficld.

CONCLUSION
тhе thoгougI-t evalttation of the scientific activity of assist. ргоf. vilhelmova-Ilieva, phD гечеаls
that it is entirc]y within the агса of thе рrсsепt call, as hеr achievcrTcnts аrе wiih significant
fшndalrlcntal gt,oltnd, as well as witlr а сlеагlу outlined practical alrplication, Tlre scicntйc wогk
and teaching activities exceed the feqLliгemel]ts оf the Дсt fоr the Бсчеlорmепt оf the дсаdеп.riс
StalT in the RсрuЫiс of Brrlgaria (ADAS), thc Itulcs fоr ADAS application, as wcll as the specific
llules оf BAS arid tlre Stepl-ran Alrgeloff Irrstitltte of МiсrоЬiоlоgу - BAS, Тhе presentej set of
documents апd rерогtсd results аlе in аgгесmепt with the sрЙfiс гссluiгеlтеltts the Stepllan
Angeloff Institrrte of Miclobiology - BAS's Rrrles, Taking all аЬоче into ac"o,.rnt, along witll rTy
реrsопаl opinion, I сопsidег that assist, рrоf'. ViihelmovaJ]ieva, PhD is аIгеаdу йаЫishеd
scientist and lrеr habilrtation will contribute to tlre furthеr developnrent of this scientific dorTain
within thе lMicB - BAS.

As а metlbe' оf tlre scientific jrrry and taklng all above into account, I ехргеss mу positive
assessmcnt and conlidently rссоmmепd to the csteemed scientilic jurу to vote positively оп
arvarding thc academic position "a_ssociate рrоtЪssоr", in professional аrеа 4.з. Biolojical
science (Virology), to assist. ргоf. NeIi М. Vilhelmova-Ilieva, PhD fоr the needi of
Dераrtmепt Viгоlоgу, LаЬоrаtоrу of DNA and oncolytic viruses.

I)сссlllЬсг l0. 2022
Plovd iv, IЗulgагiа


