STATEMENT

by Dr. Vasil Georgiev Georgiev — Associate Professor at the Stephan Angeloff Institute of
Microbiology at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

of the materials submitted for participation in a competition
for the academic position of " Associate Professor"
at the Stephan Angeloff Institute of Microbiology - Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

in: field of higher education 4. Natural sciences, mathematics and computer science,
professional field 4.3. Biological Sciences, specialty: Microbiology - Mycology,

In the announced competition for the academic position of "Associate Professor" for the needs
of the laboratory "Biodiversity and Molecular Biology of Micromycetes", Department of Mycology,
the Stephan Angeloff Institute of Microbiology - Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (IMicB - BAS),
published in the State Gazette, issue. 55 of 08.07.2025, as well as on the website of the Institute, as
the only candidate is Ch. Assist. Prof. Dr. Jeny Georgieva Miteva-Staleva, working in the same
laboratory.

1. General presentation of the procedure and the candidate

By order No. I- 113 of 04.08.2025 of the Director of the Stephan Angeloff Institute of
Microbiology - Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, I am appointed as a member of the Scientific jury
of'a competition for the academic position of ""Associate Professor" at the Stephan Angeloff Institute
of Microbiology - BAS in the field of higher education 4. Natural sciences, mathematics and infor-
matics, professional field 4.3. Biological sciences (specialty: Microbiology - Mycology), announced
for the needs of the laboratory "Biodiversity and Molecular Biology of Micromycetes", Department
of "Mycology", IMicB - BAS.

Only one candidate has applied:

Ch. Assist. Prof. Dr. Jeny Georgieva Miteva — Staleva working at the Laboratory "Biodiversity
and Molecular Biology of Micromycetes", Department of Mycology, IMicB-BAS.

The set of materials presented by Ch. Assist. Prof. Dr. Miteva — Staleva is in accordance with
the requirements of the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria
(ADSRB), the Regulations for its implementation, the Regulations on the conditions and procedure
for acquiring scientific degrees and for occupying academic positions at the Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences, and the Regulations on the conditions and procedure for acquiring scientific degrees and
for occupying academic positions at the Stephan Angeloff Institute of Microbiology - Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences. The package of documents includes all required documents, accompanied by
the relevant evidentiary materials: "Application for admission to the competition”, "CV";
"Declaration of originality of the presented results"; "Certificate of fulfillment of the minimum
requirements according to the ADSRB"; "Certificate of fulfillment of additional criteria for the
growth of the academic staff at the IMicB - BAS for occupying the academic position of Associate
Professor"; "List of scientific contributions"; "Reference for participation in international and national
projects"; "Reference for participation in scientific conferences"; "List of scientific publications by
indicators C and D"; "List of scientific publications"; "Habilitation reference for open citations";
Abstract; Diploma; Official note.

The package of documents is nicely formatted.



2. General characteristics of the candidate's activities

The candidate, Ch. Assist. Prof. Dr. Miteva — Staleva, participated in the competition with 25
scientific papers (24 referenced in Scopus/ WoS and 1 in other database). The candidate's overall
impact factor is 96.835, and the Hirsch index is 9 ( Scopus). The candidate also presents 282 citations
(198 found in Scopus and 84 in other sources). Ch. Assist. Prof. Dr. Miteva — Staleva attaches a list
of 79 participations in 37 scientific forums, as well as a list of participations in the implementation of
28 research projects (24 national and 4 international).

The submitted scientific works can be distributed in accordance with the criteria for the
minimum national requirements of the ADSRB and the Regulations thereto as follows: Group A -
dissertation work for the award of the educational and scientific degree "PhD" = 50 points; Group of
indicators B, indicator 4. Habilitation work - scientific publications in publications that are referenced
and indexed in WoS / Scopus - The candidate presents 6 publications with a total number of points
of 120 (2 in QI; 2 in Q2 and 2 in Q3) out of the required 100. Upon inspection, it was noticed that
one of the publications was incorrectly scored as Q2 and should be attributed to the Q1 quartile for
the respective year of the journal. For this reason, I assume that the real points collected under
indicator B are 125 and not 120; Group of indicators D, indicators from 5 to 10, Indicator 7 — 14
scientific papers are presented with a total number of points of 241 (2in Q1;4in Q2 ;5in Q3 and 3
in Q 4) out of the required 220; Group of indicators E, indicator 11. Citations in scientific publications,
monographs, collective volumes and patents, referenced and indexed in world-renowned databases
of scientific information ( Web of Science and Scopus ): the candidate has indicated 198 citations
found in Scopus and 84 citations found in other databases with a total number of points of 480 out of
the required 60. Overall, the materials presented by the candidate, Ch. Assist. Prof. Dr. Miteva
— Staleva, significantly exceed the required minimum according to the Law on the Protection of
Scientific and Technological Resources of the Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations for its
implementation, as well as the increased requirements of the IMicB-BAS described in the
"Regulations on the conditions and procedure for acquiring scientific degrees and holding academic
positions at the IMicB-BAS".

The analysis of the research activity of Ch. Assist. Prof. Dr. Miteva — Staleva shows that she is
a proven scientist in the field of microbiology of filamentous fungi, with a clear focus on the isolation
and study of the biodiversity and biotechnological potential of filamentous fungi from habitats with
extreme living conditions; Study of the mechanisms of their cellular response to oxidative stress, as
well as analysis of the molecular mechanisms leading to the manifestation of antifungal and
antioxidant activity of various natural materials and plant extracts. The topic on which Ch. Assist.
Prof. Dr. Jeny Georgieva Miteva — Staleva works is relevant, and correlates with modern trends
towards the study and preservation of biodiversity and the study of the potential of new producers for
sustainable production of important biologically active substances and enzymes with applications in
the medical, food and cosmetic industries.

I am convinced that the contributions presented by the candidate, Ch. Assist. Prof. Dr. Miteva
— Staleva, are original and are the product of many years of scientific and research activity.

CONCLUSION

The documents and materials presented by the Ch. Assist. Prof. Dr. Miteva — Staleva meet all
the requirements of the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria
(ADSRB), the Regulations for the Implementation of the ADSRB , the Regulations on the Conditions
and Procedures for Acquiring Scientific Degrees and for Holding Academic Positions at the



Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and the Regulations on the Conditions and Procedures for Acquiring
Scientific Degrees and Holding Academic Positions at the Stephan Angeloff Institute of
Microbiology - Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.

After familiarizing myself with the materials and scientific papers presented in the competition,
analyzing their significance and the scientific, scientific-applied and applied contributions contained
in them, I find it reasonable to give my positive assessment and to recommend to the Scientific Jury
to prepare a report-proposal to the Scientific Council of the Stephan Angeloff Institute of
Microbiology - BAS for the election Ch. Assist. Prof. Dr. Jeny Georgieva Miteva — Staleva to occupy
the academic position of "Associate Professor" at the IMicB-BAS in the field of higher education 4.
Natural sciences, mathematics and informatics, professional field 4.3. Biological sciences (specialty:
Microbiology - Mycology), announced for the needs of the laboratory "Biodiversity and Molecular
Biology of Micromycetes", Department of "Mycology", the Stephan Angeloff Institute of
Microbiology - BAS.

03.11. 2025
Signature: ..................
/Assoc. Prof. Dr. Vasil Georgiev/



