THE STEFAN ANGELOYV INSTITUTE OF MICROBIOLOGY
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

OPINION

From: Prof. Stefan Angelov Denev, DSc., PhD.

Professional field 4.3. Biological Sciences, Scientific specialty: Microbiology,
Thracian University, Stara Zagora

Re: Competition for the academic position of Associate Professor:

Field 4: Natural Sciences, Mathematics and Informatics; Professional field: 4.3. Biological Sciences;
Scientific specialty: Microbiology - Mycology, announced for the needs of the Department of Mycology,
Laboratory of Biodiversity and Molecular Biology of Micromycetes at the Stefan Angelov Institute of
Microbiology (IM) - BAS

1. Information about the competition: The competition was announced in State Gazette No.
55/08.07.2025. T am a member of the scientific jury, in accordance with Order No. I-113/04.08.25 of the
Director of the IM-BAS. As a member of this jury, I declare that I have no joint publications, projects, or
conflicts of interest of any other nature within the meaning of paragraph 1, items 3 and 5 of the Law on the
Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria with the candidate being evaluated in the
competition.

2. Brief information about the candidate in the competition: The only candidate is Senior
Assistant Professor Dr. Zheni Georgieva Miteva-Staleva from the Laboratory of Biodiversity and
Molecular Biology of Microfungi, Department of Mycology, IM-BAS. She was born on March 20, 1975.
She graduated from the Faculty of Biology at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski," where she obtained
a Master's degree in Ecology (2003). She has been working as a microbiologist at the Institute of
Microbiology (2005-2017). She worked as a microbiologist at the IM (2005-2017). She is fluent in English
and Russian. She has good computer skills. She has mastered a number of modern research methods. She is
a good team player. She specialized at the University of Pavia, Italy (2013) in "Classical and molecular
biological methods for the identification of fungi" She was a doctoral student in independent training. Under
the expert guidance of Prof. Maria Angelova, DSc., PhD, she developed and defended her dissertation for
the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD.) (2017) in the scientific field of Microbiology. Subsequently,
she was appointed to the academic position of Senior Assistant Professor, at the same institute, which she
still holds today.

3. Compliance with the requirements of the Law on the Development of Academic Staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences for its application for
the academic position of Associate Professor: All necessary documents have been submitted. The
competition documentation is complete and well-formatted, in accordance with the requirements.



The submitted report on the fulfillment of the minimum requirements shows that the candidate meets
all the regulated criteria and indicators in groups A, B, G, and D, as follows:

3.1. Group A: 50 points, with a requirement of 50;

3.2. Groups B and G: A total of 20 impactful scientific publications have been submitted (after
obtaining a PhD degree). All are in English in authoritative foreign and domestic journals with an Impact
factor (IF) and/or Impact rank (SJR), included in the global databases Web of Science and/or Scopus, with
quartiles from Q1 to Q4, as follows:

3.2.1. Group B: 6 items: Qi -2 (50 points); Q2 - 2 (40 points) Qs - 2 (30 points) (Total 120 points),
with a requirement of 100;

3.2.2. Group G: 14 articles: Qi - 2 items (50 points); Q2 - 4 items (80 points); Qs - 5 items (75
points); Qs — 3 items (36 points), (Total 241 points), with a requirement of 220;

In addition, the candidate is co-author of a chapter in a book/monograph, which carries an additional
15 points.

The candidate is the lead/corresponding author of a total of 5 of the above-mentioned scientific
publications in the field of modern microbiology and mycology.

3.3. Group D: 282 citations (excluding self-citations) of scientific works in authoritative publications
are presented. Of these, 198 citations are in scientific journals with IF and/or SJR - referenced and indexed
in Web of Science and Scopus, and another 84 citations are in other scientific publications indexed in
Google Scholar. The actual value of this indicator from Group D is 480 points, with a requirement of 60
points, i.e. the overachievement is 8-fold.

3.4. The candidate has a high IF - 96.835, with a requirement for associate professor - 20.00, and
his citation index (h-index, according to SCOPUS) is 9.00, with a requirement of 5.00, which deserves
high praise.

The total number of points according to the criteria in groups A, B, C, and D is 906. The candidate
not only meets but also exceeds the regulatory requirements for these important criteria for the position of
Associate Professor. Separately, I would like to note that the relevance of the issues addressed, the research
methodologies, the original nature of the results and contributions, as well as their publication in
authoritative impact journals make a serious impression. On this basis, the publications have a high citation
rate, which is one of the objective criteria for the significance of the research conducted and the contributions
there in.

3.5. In addition to impactful publications, the candidate has also submitted a list of 47 participations
in national and international scientific forums in Bulgaria and abroad, where a total of 79 scientific
works have been presented in the form of reports (17) and posters (62). Of these, he is the lead author on
7. These participations are a criterion that the candidate is a very good popularizer of the results and
achievements in the field of microbiology and mycology, which also deserves high praise.

It is very impressive that the candidate's publications are the result of his participation in the
development of 28 scientific projects, of which 4 are international and 24 are national, with a
requirement of 3. This is an objective criterion that the problems worked on were relevant and highly valued



as project proposals in order to win and secure funding for the candidate's and scientific teams' research
activities in microbiology and mycology. I highly appreciate the candidate's successful teamwork with
colleagues from the IM and other scientific teams from Bulgaria and abroad. This is a good prerequisite for
continuing and further expanding the project topics by seeking new scientific horizons and collaboration in
his participation in future national and international programs.

I fully accept the candidate's report on the areas of work in the field of microbiology and mycology
and on the original scientific contributions of a fundamental and applied nature, which are relevant,
adequate, and well formulated.

CONCLUSION:

The candidate not only meets but also exceeds the criteria set out in the Law on the Development of
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences Regulations for its
application for the academic position of Associate Professor.

My assessment is high and I strongly support the candidacy of Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Zheni
Georgieva Miteva-Staleva for the academic position of Associate Professor in the scientific field of
Microbiology-Mycology.

Date: 28™ Oct. 2025 Signature:
Prof. Stefan A. Denev, DSc., PhD.



